Academic Characteristics and Enrollment Patterns of Students from Local Public High Schools
Background Students who enter a community college directly from high school are an important segment of a college's population. Many high school graduates matriculate to a community college because they lack the necessary academic performance criteria for admittance to a four-year institution. Others may choose a community college over a four-year institution for such reasons as location, cost, the availability of classes, and future opportunities to transfer to a four-year institution. In either case, recent high school graduates often enroll full-time and, therefore, have a tremendous impact on college curriculum and class scheduling.
Therefore, it is important that community colleges have a solid understanding of the characteristics of this group of students. With such considerations in mind, this study was designed to:
1. Gain an understanding of the characteristics of local public high schools and their students.
Reflect the extent to which graduating seniors (class of 2003) matriculated to Cypress
College the following fall. 3. Provide information to varied and distinct audiences, including school and college administrators, counselors/advisors, and instructors.
Report Content
This report presents data concerning Cypress College's primary feeder high schools, and includes 635 students who graduated from high school in Spring 2003 and enrolled at Cypress College in Fall 2003. By "feeder high schools," we refer to those public schools that are located in the geographic service area of the college. Primary feeder high schools further narrows our focus to those from which at least 20 graduates matriculated to the college. All private high schools are excluded.
The report includes the following information for each high school: 
II. Student Migration from Feeder High Schools to Cypress College
The following 
III. Academic Preparedness of High School Transfers to Cypress College
In addition to identifying the migration patterns of students from area high schools to Cypress College, we seek standardized measures of academic performance of those students, in order to better understand their academic preparedness, and inform those charged with setting college curricula and providing academic advising services to new students. For each high school, we present:
• Academic Performance Index ratings, and • size of high school graduating class and enrollments at Cypress College
The Academic Performance Index (API) represents a numeric index used to measure the academic performance and progress of schools. The scores range from 200-1000, with a 5% annual API growth target, which was set by the Public Schools Accountability Act of 1999. The state has set 800 as the API score that schools should strive to meet. All schools that receive APIs are ranked in deciles against like institutions (e.g., high schools). A rank of 10 is the highest and 1 is the lowest. Although students from all schools take the exams, only those schools for which more than 11 students have valid test scores receive an API score and ranking. For example, small continuation schools do not always have enough students tested during a given year to receive a rating.
Size and characteristics of graduating class. We recognize that many high school graduates matriculate to public or private four-year institutions. While there are exceptions, many students who matriculate to a local community college are somewhat less academically prepared for college than their peers who go directly to four-year institutions. With these observations in mind, we provide the number of spring high school graduates who had vs. had not completed all courses required for UC and/or CSU admission, compared to the number of students who enrolled at Cypress College the following fall. Placed in this context, we begin to look for patterns. We might not expect many students to come to Cypress College from a high school with API scores in the top decile, where more than half the graduates have already completed all courses required for entrance to a UC or CSU. Rather, we might expect a higher proportion of students from a high school with lower API scores, where few students complete UC or CSU required courses before graduating.
ABC Unified District
Artesia High has a student body of over 1,700 students. Their Senior Thesis project provides an opportunity for graduating seniors to master their writing and research skills to prepare for college or a career.
Cerritos High has more than 2,200 students enrolled. The high school was recognized as a California Distinguished High School in 1998 and 1996 . 
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Garden Grove Unified School District
The Garden Grove Unified School District was awarded the $500,000 top prize from the Eli Broad foundation to acknowledge the most accomplished of the nation's impoverished urban schools. The district was one of the top five finalists in the last two years.
Garden Grove High, with an enrollment of over 1,900 students had the largest API growth from 2002 to 2003 amongst all feeder high schools in the Garden Grove Unified School District.
With a current enrollment of over 1,700 students, Pacifica High School first opened its doors to students and faculty in September, 1965.
Rancho Alamitos High has over 1,700 students enrolled. Over 60% of the students who participated in the API study are considered socio-economically disadvantaged.
